South Africa -5 (for Eliya)
Basic Information
Capital Cities: Pretoria, Cape Town, and Bloemfontein
Largest City: Johannesburg
Population: About 63 million people
Official Languages: 12 official languages including English, Afrikaans, Zulu, and Xhosa
Currency: South African Rand (ZAR)
Location
South Africa is located at the southern tip of Africa.
Neighboring countries include Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, and Eswatini.
South Africa surrounds the country of Lesotho.
Climate
Cape Town has a Mediterranean climate.
Eastern areas are warm and subtropical.
Some western regions are dry and desert-like.
South Africa has sunny weather most of the year.
Geography & Nature
South Africa is famous for mountains, beaches, safaris, and wildlife.
Famous places include Table Mountain, Kruger National Park, and Cape of Good Hope.
Wildlife
South Africa is famous for safari animals including lions, elephants, rhinos, leopards, and buffalo.
These animals are called the Big Five.
People & Culture
South Africa is called the Rainbow Nation because of its diversity.
Main groups include Black African, White South African, Coloured, and Indian/Asian South African communities.
Traditional music, dancing, and storytelling are important cultural traditions.
History
Dutch settlers arrived in the 1600s.
Apartheid was a system of racial segregation from 1948 to 1994.
Nelson Mandela became the first Black president in 1994.
Food
Popular foods include braai, biltong, bunny chow, bobotie, and malva pudding.
Sports
Popular sports include soccer, rugby, and cricket.
South Africa hosted the 2010 FIFA World Cup.
Economy & Resources
South Africa is rich in gold, diamonds, platinum, and coal.
Important industries include mining, tourism, agriculture, and manufacturing.
Tourism
Popular tourist attractions include Robben Island, Boulders Beach, and Sun City Resort.
Luxury Hotels
One&Only Cape Town
The Oyster Box
Fun Facts
South Africa has 12 official languages.
It is one of the only countries with three capital cities.
Penguins live on beaches near Cape Town.
Table Mountain is one of the oldest mountains in the world.
Why South Africa Is Important
South Africa is important for its wildlife, natural beauty, cultural diversity, history, and global influence.
